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PeniNsULA ARTS & Hummmes ALLIANCE

wo summers ago, the staff and
Board of Directors at Peninsula

Art School saw the opportunity

to re-invent thelr summer fundralsing
event With lofty goals of bringing new
visitors to the county and diversifying
the audience, the art school began
planning what would become the Door
County Plein Alr Festival. Executive Di-
rector, Cathy Hoke Gonzles says, “As
the leading visual arts crganization in
 Door, County, we should stay ahead of
the curve and be on the cutting edge”
Hoke-Gonzales, and Community
Refations Director, Cinnamon Ross-
mian, traveled to California to San Louts
Obispos plein alr events and watched
with awe as the work of artists, voiun-
téers and collectors fell into alignment.
Iz was 50 smoothly run that imagining
the same scale event in Door County
seemed nearly impossible, Experlenc-
Ing a festival from a visitor's standpaint

proved invaluable I preparation for
the event.

Leading into the first festival, Ross-
man remembers the anxjety and an-
ticipation, rolied into one. “There were
50 many new artists to meet, and o
many detalls for every day to keep
treck of" she recalls. “Looking back, |
wonder how we pulled It off with so
lictle sleep”

But they did. In 2007, the art school
hosted the first-ever Door County Plein
Air Festival, with unprécedented suc-
cess for such a first-time effort. Owver
130 paintings were soid during the
festival, and the event far exceeded ex-
pectations.

“With the success of last year, the bar

has beap raised even higher says Ross-.

man,

Artists from the Midwest and be-
yond wlll arrive shortly to bagln paint-
ing for the 2008 Door County Plein

Alr festival, Many of these artists have
made careers of participating in pres-
tigiows festivals, like this one hosted
by Peninsula Art Scheol in Flsh Creek.
Thelr resumes are long with Hsts of
awards and articies that have been
written about their work. Each artist in
the festival was carefully chosen, and
collectively, thelr work bealns to show
the breadth of contemporary land-
SCape painting.

But the Door County Plain Air Festival
by no means ‘overshadows™ the work of
local artists. Peninsula Art Schoo! has
invited all artists. from near and far, to
participate in the Dockside Quick-Paint
Competition as a part of the festival.
On Saturday, July 26, artists will have
two hours 1o complete a painting In
Fish Creeks Clark Park. The Artist's
Guild on Third Avenue in Sturgean
Bay will sponsor awards of art supplies
for First, Second and Third Place. An




. first  place  winner
- will be an nvitation
" 1o participate as 2
- festured artist In the

2009 festival,

Last year’s Quick-Paint finishad with
1 tie for first place by local artist Karen
-ook and artist Mary Rypel Andersen
‘rom Abrams; Wi, Neither artist had
sarticipated in a quick-paint before,
Lnderson remembers armiving in Clark
ark at 6 am, and looking for scenes
‘hat caught her eye. She set up her
sasel and fald out her painting in her
wnind. When the horn sounded at 9
im 1o annaunte the start of the paint-
st, she was prepared, She recalls
he crowds from ail the events in Fish
-reek that weekend.

*There were people all around me,
isking me questions,” she says. “| just
fed to keep my focus” After the
ninting was finished and hanging
n the temporary gallery at Peninsula
irt School, she took a break bafore re-
wrning for the reception that evening,
When Anderson arrived, she found the

painting had already been sold. After
wates from the gallery visitors that day
had been counted, Anderson fistened
as she was announced as a first place
winner. 1 was very surprised when
they called my name — very excited”

Az a featured artist in the festival this
year, Anderson s experiencing that
same anxiousness, Even though she
has last year's experience to build on,
she still feels compelled to produce,
*and not mess |t up"The feeling Is one
that many artists have. The pressure to
create 15 1o 20 wonderful artworks in
a short amount of time - despite the
heat and the weather - can be enor-
mous, Anderson says, "For me, t's all
very new and scary”

The pressure hasn't overwhelmed
her excitement to participate though.
This year Anderson says she ks, "Very
excited and a fitthe nervous...a ot ner-
vous”

As a festival organizer, Rossman has
faith in Anderson's ability. “The peo-
ple's votes following the Quick-Paint
were right on with my personal feel-
ings,” she says.

The Dockside Quick-Faint will be
open to all artists who wish to par-
ticipate. “Last year, we had artists whe
traveled hundreds of miles to partic-
pate, and | think the desire to be a fea-
tured artist is <o great, we will see that
again,” says Rossman. *| would encour-
age any artist wha wanis to be a part of
the festhval to try the Quick-PainL It ls a
great way to get your name out there”
Artwork created during the Dockside
Quick-Paint in 2007 sold very well with
about two-thinds of paintings gone by
the end of the one-night reception

For more Information about par-
ticipating in the Dockside: Quick-
Paint, contact Cinnamon Rossnian, at
Peninsula Art School, 920.868.3455,
or-send an emall tc events@peninsu-
laartschoolcom. A full schedule of the
Doar County Plein Alr Festival is avail-
able onfine at www . DoorCountyPlein-
Ajrcom

The Door County Plein Alr Festival is
sponsoréd by Celicom, Thrivent Financial,
Uirecht Art Supplles, Associated Bank
and The Artists Guild.



